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To  tbe  6l}ciirn)aD  and  Members 


OK  THE 

Biggleswade  Rural  District  Gouneil. 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — 

1 have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District  for  the  year  1919 

The  Report  has  been  written  to  comply  as  far  as  possible 
with  the  requirements  mentioned  in  the  Memorandum  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  1 record  the  sympath- 
etic attention  you  give  to  all  matters  brought  to  your  notice. 

I should  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  tlie  Clerk  of  the 
Council  and  his  Staff  for  the  valuable  help  they  have  given  me. 
I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

April  1920.  HUTCHINSON  WOOD 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1919. 


Area  53,627  aoree 

Population  (Census  1911) 21,034 

Estimated  Population  for  calculation  of  birth  rate  ...  21,748 
Estimated  Population  for  calculation  of  death  rate  ...  29,878 


Increase  of  Population  (1901-1911)  336 

Density  of  Population  about  I person  to  2i  acre* 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1911)  5,088 

Average  number  of  ])ersons  ixjr  house  (Census  1911)  ...  4.3 

Hirth-Kate  per  1,000  of  population 17.33 

Death-ltate  i>er  1,000  of  population 14.27 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  births  87.5 

Zymotic  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  iwpulation .81 

Phthisis  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  imputation  1.0 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of 

population  1.43 

Cancer  Death-Rate  per  1,000  of  population  1.53 


Public  Health  Acts  Adopted. 

I.  Inte<'tious  Diseases  tPrevention)  Act,  1890,  adopted  .Tanuary,  1891. 

II.  Public  Health  .Vets  (.\mendment)  Act  1890,  Part  III,  adopted 

Septemljcr,  1896. 


Byedaws  or  Regulations  are  in  force  in  respect  of : — 

Slaughter-houses,  Common  Lodging-houses,  Removal  of  House  Refuse, 
Cleansing  of  Privies,  ets..  Prevention  of  Nuisances,  Keeping  of  Animals, 
New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Structure  and  Drainage),  Cleansing  of  Foot- 
ways, Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops. 
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Physical  Peatures  of  the  District. 

'riu'  Jii^gleswiule  I’ui'al  District  covei’S  an  area  of  53,G2B  acies,  l3'ing 
ill  the  Soul li-easi  of  llio  Count.v  of  Bedford  On  the  Korth-Vicst,  North, 
and  Nortli-east,  it  is  Ijoiinded  by  tlie  Bedford  Knral  and  J'.atoii  Soeon  Kural 
Jtistricts  and  bj'  the  Count.v  of  Cainlji'idge;  on  the  South-east  bj'^  the 
Ampthijl  Rural  Distri<-t  and  on  the  South  and  South-east  by  the  Count}' 
of  Ifertford.  The  district  is  flat  and  tlirougli  it  flows  the 
river  Ivel,  which  receives  in  its  course  many  small  tributaries  and  a good 
deal  of  the  drainage  of  the  district.  The  geological  formation  is  varied. 
Ill  the  South  the  substratum  is  chalk,  further  North  comes  the  gault,  and 
further  North  still  the  greensand.  In  each  of  these  portions  of  the  dis- 
trict there  is  an  over-laying  of  gravel  and  boulder-clay.  In  most  parts  ot 
the  district  the  level  of  the  ground-water  is  iisuall.v  ver.v  high. 

It  is  said  that  the  extraordinary  jvrodiictiveness  of  the  market  gar- 
dens in  the  Ivel  valley  is  largely  duo  to  the  mixture  of  the  light  warm  sand 
with  the  alluvial  soil. 


Chief  Occupations,  etc. 

The  chief  industry  of  the  hural  District  is  market  gardening  on  a 
large  scale,  which  provides  occupation  for  Ixith  men  and  women,  and  often 
the  children.  The  chief  centres  of  this  industry  arc  Sand.y  and  Biggles- 
wade on  the  Oreat  Northern  Railway  (main  line),  which  runs  North  and 
South  through  the  district.  .\t  Botton  is  a tannery  of  considerable  size, 
and  at  Arlesey  there  are  Cement  Works,  Brick  Works  and  Engineering 
Workft. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. 

Kstimated  civilian  poinilation  u.sed  for  the  calculation  of  the  (civilian) 
death-rate,  20,878. 

Kstimated  population  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  birth-rate  21  748 

These  figures  arc  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  purlmse 
of  this  report. 


Birth=Rate. 


The  numljor  of  births  during  the  year  was  377,  being  190  males  and 
187  females,  this  is  equal  to  a.  birth-rate  of  17.33  per  1,000  of  the  population 
The  Inrth-rate  for  1918  was  1(1.42,  and  the  average  birth-rate  for  the 
liast  ten  years  is  19.81. 

'rhirty-nine  of  the  births  registered  during  the  year  1919  were  illegiti- 

year  1919 


mate. 


'I’lie  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for 
was  18.5. 
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Death-Rate. 

298  deaths  oceurrod  aiuoujj  the  civilian  poi>’alatiou  belonging  to  tliis 
district,  viz.  : ltd  uudc.s  and  15d  females,  representing  a death-rate  of  14.27 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  16.6  for  1918.  The  death-rate 
for  the  whole  of  lingland  and  ^Vales  for  the  year  1919  was  13.8.  '^die  table 
appenderl  to  this  reiKirt  shows  the  causes  of  deaths.  The  average  death- 
rate  of  the  district  for  the  past  ton  years  is  13.69. 

The  increase  or  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  principal 
causes  as  compared  with  the  year  1918  is  shown  by  the  following; — 


Deaths  in 
1918.  1919. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Acute  Infectious  Diseases  

. 67 

30 

- 37 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonarv)  

. 27 

21 

— 6 

„ (Other  Forms)  

. 10 

9 

— 1 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs  (excluding 
Consumption)  

..  46 

48 

Q 

Cancer  

32 

32 



Bright’s  Disease  

9 

7 

2 

Diarrhoea  

0 

2 

The  decrease  in  deaths  from  Acute  Infectious  Diseases  was  largely 
due  to  the  reduction  of  deaths  from  Influenza,  which  in  1918  was  60,  and 
in  1919  was  13. 

The  table  at  the  end  of  the  Deport  shows  the  number  and  causes 
of  the  deaths. 

Infant  Mortality. 


33  deaths  occurrerl  among  children  under  one  year  of  ago,  which  is 
equal  to  a death-rate  of  87. .5  per  1,000  births,  as  eomivaTcd  with  67  for  1918. 
The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  for  1919  was  89. 


Zymotic  Death=Rate. 

There  were  30  deaths  from  Zymotic  Disease,  viz. : Whooping  Cough 
12.  Diphtheria  2.  Enteric  Fever  1,  Measles  2,  Influenza  13.  This  is  equal  to 
a death-rate  of  1.43  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  following  Table  shows 
the  quarters  in  which  tlie  deaths  occurred. 

1st  2nd  3rd  -Ith 

Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter.  Quarter. 


Whooping  Cough  10  2 — — 

Diphtheria  — — — 2 

Enteric  Fever  — 1 — — 

Measles  — — — 2 

Influenza  11  2 — — 
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SANITARY  , CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

4,217  houses  are  supplied  with  waler  through  1,855  services  of  the 
Biggleswade  llural  District  Council.  During  the  year  the  services  have 
increased  by  33,  and  the  number  of  houses  supplied  by  43.  The  Table  on 

A 

page  S sets  out  the  details  relating  to  each  Parish.  For  this,  and  other 
information,  I am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Came,  A.M.I.M.E.,  the 
Water  Board’s  Engineer.  The  majority  of  the  other  houses  depend  for 
their  supply  ui>on  “shallow”  wells,  and  I need  not  reiterate  the  numerous 
objections  there  are  to  these  wells  as  a source  of  domestic  water  supply. 

The  main  supply  is  an  excellent  one,  and  is  a great  asset  to  the 
district.  The  water  is  derived  from  a well  near  Biggleswade,  it  is  pumped 
to  a large  reservoir  on  Topler’s  Hill,  thence  it  descends  to  the  various 
services  in  the  districts  supplied.  The  well  is  in  the  lower  green  sand 
beneath  the  gault  and  is  180  feet  deep,  the  water  level  being  about  54  feet 
below  the  surface. 

Six  Candy  Filters  installed  at  New  Spring  Pumping  Station  in  1913  to 
remove  the  iron  from  the  water,  continue  to  give  verv  satisfactorv  results. 

Samples  of  water  have,  periotlically,  been  submitted  for  analysis,  and 
the  results  show  that  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  water, 
except  for  the  removal  of  the  oxide  of  iion. 

The  following  analyses  of  two  samples  of  water  taken  on  September 
9th,  1919,  one  sample  being  taken  from  the  mains  before  the  water  had 
passed  through  the  Filters,  and  the  other  sample  being  taken  after  the 
water  had  passed  through  the  Filteri!: — 

Date  of  taking  sample.  Sept.  9th,  1919. 

Sample  obtained  from  Pumping  Station 
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The  Sample  contained  : 

Total  solid  matter 
Clilorulcs  


Unfiltered. 


Filtered. 


Oxygon  absorbed  by  Organic  Matter  in  15 
minutes  at  110  deg.  F 


Grains  i)er 

gallon. 

24.00 

22.00 

1.10 

1.30 

1.81 

2.11 

None 

None 

.0112 

.0035 

.0010 

.0007 

..  .0168 

.0140 

Appearance  in  2 ft.  Tulx<  Turbid.  Clear  i>ale  blue 

Smell  when  heated  to  100  deg.  F None  None 

Metals  iron  .1400  grains  per  gal.  None,  no 

trace  of  iron. 

Mioro.scopic  Examination  Satisfactory.  Satisfactory. 

Hardness  Temporary  17.2  deg.  17.1  deg. 

Permanent  1.5  deg.  1.5  deg. 


ItEM.VJMvS. 

Unfiltered  Mater. — The  water  is  quite  free  from  organic  iwllntion, 
and  the  turbidity  consists  almost  entirely  of  o.xide  of  iron. 

Filtered  Mater. — The  sanqile  is  quite  free  from  oxide  of  iron.  I 
consider  it  a vciy  pure  water,  and  in  every  way  siiiiable  for  drinking 
purjx)ses. 

(Signed)  .T.  WEST  KNIGHTS, 

Public  Analyst. 

The  average  supply  |k'|'  head  i)er  «la.v  (laking  1.3  jx'r.sons  per  pror>^rly 
and  including  all  water  used  for  i)ublic  i>uriM>ses)  i.s  about  12  gallons. 

In  January  1915  l reported  to  you  on  tJie  water  sujiply  of  M’^restling- 
worth,  Eyeworth  and  Dunton  (see  .\nnual  Keport  for  1914),  recommending 
that  these  villages  be  su]>pliod  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Biggleswade 
Water  Board.  This  matter  is  now  receiving  your  aHention.  and  since 
the  end  of  the  year  a Public  Inquiry  has  been  held  by  an  Insi>'ector  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  am!  the  result  of  this  is  not  yet  to  hand. 
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Table  showing  the  Parishes  supplied  by  the  Mains  of  the 
Biggleswade  Water  Board. 


No.  cf  Houses 
Census,  1911. 

No.  of  Houses 
Supplied  up  to 
Dec. 31st, 1919 

Increase 

during 

1919. 

Arlesey  

550 

480 

11 

Astwick  

13 

11 

2 

Blanham 

162 

104 

Campton 

108 

97 

2 

Chicksands  

10 

2 

% 

Clifton  

384 

300 

Cockayne  Hatley  

28 

Dunton  

112 

Ed  worth 

20 

20 

Everton  

48 

Eyeworth  

30 

Henlow  

235 

211 

13 

Langford  

310 

316 

Meppershall  

165 

« 

Mogerhanger  

108 

87 

1 

Northil)  

318 

300 

Potton  

527 

445 

7 

Sandv  

809 

745 

5 

Shefl’ord  

210 

212 

Shefford  Hardwicke  

21 

8 

Sonthill  

275 

243 

Stondon  

16 

Stotfold  

488 

422 

1 

Sutton  

59 

50 

Teinpsford  

126 

106 

1 

Warden  

106 

49 

Wrestlingworth  

134 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

Every  eSort  is  made  to  prevent  nuisance  arising  from  drains  emptying 
into  ditches  and  watercourses.  It  has  been  found  that  many  small  cess- 
pools, which  receive  surface  water,  as  well  as  sewage  have  overflows 
discharging  into  ditches.  If  these  cesspools  are  not  emptied  very  frequentlj 
nuisance  must  arise.  Great  improvement  can  be  effected  in  this  resi)ect  by 
arranging  to  disconnect  the'  surface  water  drains  from  the  cesspools  and 
lead  the  water  direct  to  the  ditch. 

Drainage  and  Sev/erage. 

With  the  exception  of  Potton,  for  part  of  which  a water  carriage 
system  exists,  as  also  at  Southill  and  Broom,  excreta  is  dealt  with  by  means 
of  pail  closets  and  privies,  and  slop  water  is  disposed  of  means  of  cesspools 
and  soakaways,  and  .-^ome  premises  are  still  without  even  this  latter.  These 
^tlefects  are  being  remedied  as  quickly  as  possible.  May  I once  more  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  too  frequently  one  finds  that  house  drainage  and 
reconstructions  are  undertaken  without  notice  being  given” to  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  owners  are  strongly  advised  to  communicate  with  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  whenever  any  alteration  or  addition  to  the  drains  on 
their  proijerty  is  contemplated.  No  charge  is  made  for  this  supervision, 
and  it  ensures  that  the  work  is  satisfactorily  carried  out.  All  new  drains 
and  sanitary  fittings  should  be  properly  constructed  and  tested  before  being 
covered  in,  and  their  position  (and  also  that  of  cessi>ools)  in  regard  to 
.sources  of  water  supply,  demands  the  most  careful  supervision.  A refer- 
ence to  the  sumuiary  of  tlie  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Eeports  will  show  the 
work  done  during  the  year.  I would  again  remind  prop'erty  owners  that 
water-ciosets,  privic.s,  ashpits,  cesspools,  etc.,  even  in  coune<;tion  with  exi.st- 
ing  buildings  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  bye-laws;  plans  must  oo 
submitted  and  the  approval  of  the  Council  obtained  before  the  work  is 
started.  With  regard  to  .Sandy,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,,  a sewage 
scheme  was  prcyxired.  but  the  cost  has  been  found  to  be  prohibitive.  I hope 
however  it  may  be  possible  to  devise  some  suitable  modified  .scheme,  as  the 
existing  arrangements  of  pail  closets,  &c.,  in  a i)lace  of  its  size  (population 
about  .3,.500)  Jiro  both  unsatisfactory  and  expensive  to  carry  out. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

A number  of  the  old  objectionable  privy-vaults  and  priv5'-midden3 
still  exist,  but  every  effort  is  now  being  made  to  convert  them  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

In  many  instances  one  pail  or  privy  closet  is  doing  duty  for  two 
houses,  and  in  some  cases  more,  but  this  undesirable  condition  is  receiving 
every  attention  with  a view  to  ])roviding  every  house  with  separate 
accommodation . 

Scavenging. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the  contents  of  pail  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  cesspools  is  done  by  contract  in  the  villages  of  Arlesey,  ITcnlow, 
Langford  a.nd  Shefford,  and  until  the  early  part  of  the  year  similar  arrange- 
Tiients  exi.sted  for  Pottnu  and  Sandy.  Since  April  1919  in  Potton,  and  May 
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1919  in  Sandy,  the  work  has  been  done  by  the  Parochial  Committee’s  own 
men,  the  necessary  carts  and  horses  beintj  also  provided  by  the  Committees. 
Below  is  a Summary  of  the  work  for  the  year  with  the  exception  of  Potton, 
in  which  case  it  is  for  a period  of  nine  months  to  December  31st,  1919.  The 
cost  in  the  cases  of  Potton  and  Sandy  is  arrived  at  by  takintj  10  per  cent, 
of  tlie  Capital  llxpenditure  for  horses,  carts,  &c.,  and  adding  this  to  the 
Wages  .Account,  cost  of  horse  forage,  rent  of  stables,  &c.,  for  the  period. 

Summary  of  the  Scavenging  Work  carried  out  for  the 

Year  1919. 


1 

Parish. 

Total  No.  of 
visits  made. 

Ashpits 

Emptied, 

Ashboxes 

Emptied, 

Privies 

Emptied. 

Cesspools 

Emptied. 

Pail  Closets 
Emptied. 

No.  of  Loads 
removed. 

> 

Per  Visit,  a 

P 

cro 

Per  Load 

Kemoved.  g 

ct- 

Arlesey  . . 

43090 

9 

10556 

34 

74 

25700 

715 

IJd. 

8/2 

Henlow 

34273 

1 

11130 

10 

23 

20742 

413 

lid. 

8/lOj* 

Langford 

29563 

3 

9516 

38 

15 

16432 

362 

lid. 

9/6 

Potton  (nine  months) . . 

23595 

9 

16797 

123 

142 

6256 

671 

3Td. 

9/4 

Sandy 

24922 

• • 

9974 

55 

71 

15651 

706 

2d. 

5/9i 

) own  siiperv'n  S „ 

34162 

16 

14716 

128 

127 

19084 

1154 

42d. 

ll/9i 

Shefford 

18492 

1 

7476 

20 

10188 

320 

Ifd. 

8/6 

In  (ho  removal  of  night  .soil  from  premises  it  is  always  a matter  of 
difticulty  to  avoid  nuisance  iKcurring  at  times,  and  on  the  whole  I think 
the  scavenging  work  undertaken  in  the  district  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out,  so  far  as  is  p-ossible  in  this  somewhat  objectionable  method  of 

disiK)SiU. 


In  the  remaining  villages  of  the  district  the  onus  of  disposing  of 
night  soil  and  house  refuse  rests  on  the  tenant,  and  whore  there  is  a 
moderate-sized  garden  attached  to  the  house  this  should  present  no  difii- 
<m]ty  and  give  rise  to  no  nuisance.  Tn  some  cases,  however  where  there 
little  or  no  garden  ditticulties  have,  arisen,  but  those  have’ generally  been 
got  over  l.y  the  owner  of  the  projicrty  or  an  adjacent  owner  allowin-  other 
ground  to  be  used  for  its  burial.  ° 


I’here  is  one  very  sinu.le  method,  which,  if  carried  out  intelligently 
will  do  much  to  ]u-c.vent  the  offensive  smell  which  at  present  is  associated 
will,  the  large  majority  of  ,>ail  closets  and  privio.s-I  refer  to  the  use  of 
fine  ,lry  soil  or  lu.rnt  asli  from  the  fire.  If  two  or  three  handfuls  of  either 
were  sprinkled  over  the  excreta  every  time  the  closet  is  u.sed  this  nuisance 
would  almcst  entirely  disappear,  and  the  ultimate  disposal  would  be  ren- 
ilcred  much  le.ss  offensive.  Tn  spite  of  handbills  which  have  l^ecn  distri 
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buted  throughout  the  district  in  tlie  past  setting  out  the  method,  and  also 
the  attention  of  tenants  Ijeing  called  to  this  simple  procedure  by  myself 
and  your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  I find  the  advice  is  generally  disregarded 
throughout  the  district.  lenauts  frequently  make  complaints  of  this 
nuisance,  and,  I therefore,  bring  a simple  remedy  once  again  to  their 
notice,  all  that  is  necessary  is  that  the  soil  or  ash  should  be  fine  and  dry, 
and  a box  or  tin  provided  for  its  storage. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  following  reports  on  this  subject  have  been  supplied  to  me  b.v 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them 
for  their  ready  assistance  to  me  at  all  times,  and  for  much  careful  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


REPORT  OF 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Northern  Division  for  Year  1919. 

„ J-  Owen  Jones,  M.Int.  M.  & Cv.  E 

bummary  of  Inspections— 


Routine  and  Special  Inspections  

Re-visits  after  order  or  notice 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops  

>.  ,,  Rakehouses  

” •>  *^huightL'r-houses  and  Rutchers’  Shops. 

»>  >>  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

•»  ..  Retroleum  Stores  

\ isits  (o  Works  in  progress 
,,  re  Infectious  Di.seases 

Rooms  disinfect(Kl  after  lufeclious  Di.sease  

Schools  disinfected  

Notices  Served  for  Sanitary  Defects 

1.  Statutory 

2.  Intimation 

Number  of  sanitary  defects  dealt  with  

Water  Supply. 

Notices  served 

New  Buildings — 

Plans  deposited  and  approved  

New  dwelling-houses  erected  

Other  Buildings  erected  

New  orkshop  erected  

»»  Stable  erected 

1.  Cattle  Shed  erected  

-\dditions  to  existing  buildings  

Housing— 


566 

146 

132 

81 

44 

138 

36 

5.5 

90 

40 


15 

117 

143 


12 


13 

0 

2 


3 


Houses  closed  by  order  of  Council  as  unfit  tor  habitation  6 
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Premises  under  perindical  inspectiou— 

Slaughter-lLOUses : 

1.  Registered  

2.  Licensed  

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  ALilkshops : 

No.  of  persons  registered  during  the  year 


,,  „ „ discontinued  business  4 

,,  on  Register  at  end  of  year  33 

Bakehouses — No.  on  Register  13 

Factories  and  Workshops  on  Register  66 

Premises  licensed  for  storage  of  Petroleum  9 

Outworkers  1 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  parishes  in  which  these  premises  are  situated  are  as  follows: — 


B1  unham  

. 5 

Northill 

4 

'I'empsford  

...  5 

Dun  ton  

, 2 

Potto  n 

3 

Old  Warden  

o 

Everton  

o 

w 

Sandy  

7 

W restlingworth 

...  2 

Mogerhanger  

1 

Beeston  Green. 

Com])lainls  were  received  by  the  Sandy  Parochial  Committee  of 
nuisances  arising  from  the  Green  being  flooded,  esi>ecially  in  the  vicinity 
of  Air.  Usher’s  cottages,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  main  drain  be  re-laid. 
I'his  was  done  by  the  German  prisoners,  under  the  control  of  the  Beds. 
War  Agricultural  Council. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

A case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  a family  Uviii«.  at  Chalton,  Moger- 
haiiger.  'riiese  i)CO]>’lo  had  taken  a farm  in  another  part  of  the  country, 
and  had  made  all  preparations  to  leave  on  the  13th  of  October  last.  On  the 
12th  a child  was  certified  to  be  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  On  the  13th 
the  certificate  was  received  with  a request  that  the  child  should  be  removed 
io  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  ambulance  was  sent  the  same  day,  and  on 
arriving  at  the  house  the  mother  stubbornly  refused  the  removal  of  the 
child.  On  my  visit  later  I found  that  the  mother  had  taken  the  child  away 
in  a public  conveyance  to  a house  of  a relative  at  Sandy.  The  case  was 
reported  to  the  Council,  piax-eedings  taken,  and  the  mother  fined  .£1  and 
.-£2  7sl.  co.sts. 
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REPORT  OF 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Southern  Division  for  Year  1919. 

C.  M.  Robiiisou,  M.S.I.A. 

Summary  of  Inspections — 

Kouliiie  and  Si>ccial  Inspections  1017 

Ke-visits  after  service  of  notice  221 

Visits  to  work  in  progress,  including  new  buildings  106 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  32 

„ of  Workshops  including  bakehouses  65 

„ „ Slaughterhouses  86 

„ „ Foo<lshop's  98 

„ „ Cowsheds  and  Dairies  65 

,,  ,,  Petroleum  Stores  12 

Visits  rc  Infectious  Diseases  317 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infections  disease  55 

Sanitary  Defects  dealt  with — 

201  Intimation  and  12  Statutory  Notices  wore  served  during  the  year 
with  resi>oct  to  the  following  defects  : — 

Defective  and  dirty  ceilings  and  walls  of  rooms  43 

Defective  house  roofs, walls  floors  and  eaves  guttering 46 

Defective  Avindow  frames  and  windoAvs  not  made  to  open  ...  22 

Rooms  insufficiently  lighted  16 

Dampness  in  Avails  and  floors  of  dAvelling  houses  28 

Absence  of  proper  Avater  supply  14 

Defective  or  untraiiped  drains  38 

.Vbsence  of  drain  8 

DefectiAe  cesspools  13 

Defecth'e  or  insufficient  closet  accommodation  45 

Bakehouses  or  Workshoiis,  <lirty  or  defectiA’^e  13 

CoAA'sheds,  dirty  or  defectiA'e  26 

.\ccumulations  of  manure  and  refuse  12 

Miscellaneous  defects  58 

Many  of  the  cottages  in  the  Southern  area  are  in  need  of  repairs,  but 
during  the  past  year  it  has  been  difficult  to  get  any  but  the  most  urgent 
repairs  carried  out.  Materials  and  labour  have  been  most  expensive,  and 
tradesmen  seem  to  have  had  more  Avork  than  they  could  carry  out,  Avith  the 
result  that  insanitary  conditions  haA’e  accumulated. 

Dampness  is  a serious  defect  in  the  majority  of  the  cottages,  and  also 
an  ex])ensivo  one  to  OA'ercome. 

OvercroAvding  exists  in  many  houses,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
deal  Avith  it  oAving  to  the  lack  of  housing  accommodation,  but  as  the 
proposed  noAv  houses  are  erected  it  Avill  be  i>ossible  to  take  action  both  with 
regard  to  OA'crcroAvding  and  other  serious  defects. 
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New  Buildings. 

Plans  deposited  and  approved  

New  dwellin^-liouses  erected  — • 

„ Workshops  erected  

A!'ricultural  buildings  erected  

Additions  to  existing  buildings  

Other  buildings  erected  

Dwelling-houses  in  progress  at  end  of  year  

Housing. 

Dwelling-houses  rex>ro.sentcd  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


as  being  unlit  for  human  habitation  20 

Closing  Order  made  (all  unoccupied)  20 

Premises  under  periodical  inspection. 

Slaughter-houses — Registered  6 

Licensed  8 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  54 

Bakehouses,  Number  on  Register  19 

IVorkshops  ,,  „ „ 63 

Petrcjleum  vstores  10 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  now  54  ])ersons  registered  as  dairymen  or  cowkeepers  in 
the  Soiithern  district.  Six  persons  were  registered  during  the  year,  and 
three  discontinued  business. 

The  parishes  in  which  tlie  i>remises  are  situated  are  as  follows: — 

Arlescy  IT  Langford  10  Stotfold  10 

Clifton  a Mepin>rshall  3 Sonthill  6 

Hcnlow  4 Shefford  2 

M’lio  majority  of  the  premises  are  kcih  in  a fairly  clean  condition, 
but  tliere  are  several  whose  premises  are  anyihing  but  satisfactory,  the 
e.xcuse  given  being  usually  scarcity  of  labour. 

The  chief  contraventions  fouml  during  the  year  liave  been  cowshed 
flooi-s  not  cleansed  regularly,  walls  not  limewaished,  cows’  udders  not 
cleansed  before  milking.  Dlannre  not  removed  regularly,  large  heaps  being 
allowed  to  aeeumulato  in  close  ivroximity  to  the  cowshed. 

In  one  ease  after  repeated  warnings,  it  was  found  necessary  to  take 
legal  in-oeeedings  against  a dairyman  for  failing  to  compjy  with  the  Regu- 
lations made  under  the  Dairies,  Cowslieds  and  Dlilkslmps  Order  with 
res])oet  to  cleansing  and  drainage,  and  iho  .Magistrates  imposed  a fine  of  ^£5 
and  costs  on  ea<'h  of  the  two  summons,  making  a total  of  .£1,5 

Cautions  have  been  given  to  several  <lairymon  for  not  complying  with 
Ihe  Regulations,  and  imless  im])rovements  are  made  it  will  be  necessary 
for  other  piux-eetlings  to  be  takcTi  to  enforce  eom])liane.e. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  I continued  to  act  as  lnsi)ector  under 
the  Food  Control  Orders  and  a largo  number  of  visits  were  made  with 
respect  to  the  various  orders  issued. 

In  a number  of  cases,  where  cautions  were  given,  ofiencos  had  been, 
in  many  cases,  inadvertently  committed,  but  1 am  of  opinion  that  generally 
speaking,  the  tradesmen  of  the  district  endeavoured  to  comply  to  the  best 
of  their  ability  with  the  various  orders^  issued. 

Tlio  .slaughter-houses  and  foodshops  have  been  i>eriodically  visited, 
and  the  following  is  a list  of  the  unsound  food  examined  during  the  year, 
and  in  each  case  the  food  was  so  disposer!  of,  so  as  to  prevent  it  being 
used  for  human  consumption. 

3 Carcases  of  beef  and  offal  (tulMJrcular). 

1 Carcase  of  a pig  (badly  fevered). 

•19  lbs.  of  frozen  miitton  (decomposed). 

Unsound  portions  of  meat  and  from  a cow  slaughtered  account  of 
injuries. 

2 Pair  ox  lungs. 

.5  Cases  of  dates,  weight  3 cwts.  14  lbs. 

In  no  case  was  it  nece.ssary  to  take  legal  pToceedings. 


PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYE=LAWS  or  REGULATIONS. 


A Summary  of  insiwctions  made  will  l>e  found  in  the  remn-ts  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

, There  are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  district. 

The  following  table  gives  a list  of  registered  Workshoi>s  : — 


Dressmakers  and  Milliners 
Bootmakers  and  llepairers 

Bakers  

Wheelwrights  

Motor  and  Cycle  Engineers 

Stonemasons  

Carpenters  iind  Plumbers 

Blacksmiths  

Tailors  * 

Brickmakers  

Saddlers 
Cabinet  Makers 

Printers  

Pickling  Factory 
Tinsmith 


Northern  District. 

4 

9 

12  


.1 

10 

13 


0 

4 

0 

2 

1 

1 


Southern  District. 

7 

13 

19 

5 

' 5 

1 

13 

11 

3 

3 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 


74 


82 


38 


Schools. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  children  in  the  Public  Elementary  Schools 
is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Herdman,  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the  County 
of  Dedford  Co-ordination-  of  the  work  of  the  Medical  OCicer  of  Health  and 
the  Scliool  Medical  Officer  is  provide  I for  by  arrangements  which  work  en- 
tirely satisfactorily. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  School  premises  is  supervised  by  the 
County  School  Medical  Officer,  and  any  conditions  brought  to  my  notice 
which  appear  to  require  attention  arc  rejwrted  to  him  by  me. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  School  Closures  during  thj  year  : — 
Arlesey  Siding  Mixed 
„ Mixed 

„ St.  Peter's 
Campton 

Clifton  Fields  Infants’ 

„ Voluntary  Infants’ 

„ Mixed 

..  Voluntary  Infants’ 

,,  Fields  Infants’ 

Henlow  Infants’ 

Meppershall 
Sutton 


Met  sles 

>» 

»P 

Whooping  Cough 

>» 

Measl  es 


Influenza 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  were  87  persons  registered  in  the  district  as  cowkeepers,  dairy- 
men, or  purveyors  of  milk  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  various  premises  have  been  systematically  insi>ected  during  the 
year,  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  get  defects  remedied,  but  the  results 
have  not  been  so  good  as  were  hoped  owing  to  somewhat  unsettled  conditions 
that  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Among  other  excuses 
given  for  neglect  to  carry  out  improvements,  were  lack  of  labour,  shortage 
of  material,  expense,  &c.  I am  hopeful,  however,  that  it  may  be  possible 
to  do  more  in  the  way  of  structural  improvements  during  tlie  present  year. 

-Mthough  a large  number  of  those,  registered  make  an  effort  to  pro- 
duce clean  milk,  there  are  many  who  appear  to  think  thej’'  have  no 
responsibility  in  the  matter.  Apart  from  structural  improvements  the 
following  are  a few  of  the  failings  which  can  be  remedied  at  little  or 
no  extra  cost ; 

Lime-washing  cow.sheds  ami  dairies. 

Daily  cleansing  of  cow.shed. 

llemoval  of  manure  from  its  proximity. 

Washing  and  wiping  with  clean  cloth  of  udder  prior  to  milking. 

AVashing  of  milker’s  hands. 

Wearing  of  clean  overall. 

Cleansing  of  milk  vessels. 

In  one  ease  after  repeated  warnings  legal  proceedings  against  a dairy- 
man were  taken  and  fines  and  costs  of  cEl.A  were  imposed.  Other  dairymen 
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have  been  warned  and  unless  some  improvement  is  obtained  I shall  ask 
you  to  take  further  legal  proceedings. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  25  slaughter-houses  on  the  Register,  12  of  which  are 
licensed  annually.  These  are  all  inspected  regularly,  and  are  for  the  most 
part  satisfactorily  conducted. 

Other  Foods. 

The  meat  and  food  inspection  of  the  whole  district  is  carried  out  by 
Mr.  C.  M.  Robinson,  who  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  for  this  work. 

Action  taken  with  reference  to  unsound  fO'Od  c.xamined  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  his  report. 

Bake-houses. 

Thirty-one  of  these  premises  come  under  inspection.  They  have  all 
been  frequently  inspected,  and  are  usually  found  clean  and  well-kept. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


During  the  year  120  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  received, 
of  which  328  referred  to  Measles,  43  to  Scarlet  Fever,  18  to  Erysipelas,  10 
to  Diphtheria,  6 to  Pneumonia,  4 to  Malaria,  3 to  Puerperal  Fever,  3 to 
Ophthalmia  Xeonatorum,  2 to  Enteric  Fever,  and  1 each  to  Dysenter3-, 
Encephalitis  Eethargica  and  Polio-encephalitis.  The  parishes  in  which 
tlie  cases  occurred,  and  the  number  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  will 
bo  found  on  the  last  page  of  the  report. 

Measles. 

Apart  from  the  few  isolated  cases  that  occurred  in  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  year  in  various  parts  of  the  district,  an  epidemic  started  in 
Henlow  in  August.  All  the  cases  were  limited  to  one  part  of  the  village, 
and  the  epidemic  began^  when  the  school  was  closed  for  the  summer  holi- 
daj's.  Later,  when  the  school  resumed,  the  children  from  houses  in  this 
local  itj'  were  debarred  from  attending,  and  for  a time  the  disease  was 
clie<-ked.  In  Octolx'r,  however,  ca.ses  occurred  suddenly  in  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Clifton,  and  in  Noveml>er  a further  outbreak  occurred  in  all 
parts  of  Henlow,  and  in  Arlesey,  a village  bordering  on  Henlow  in  the 
opposite  direction  from  Clifton,  and  in  December  Meppershall  village  was 
affected.  Efforts  were  made,  by  school  closure  at  Clifton,  to  prevent  further 
spread  on  notification  of  the  first  cases,  but  without  avail,  aud  it  was 
useless  to  trj"  this  procedure  in  t'  e cases  of  Arlesey,  Meppershall,  and 
latterly  in  Henlow  owing  to  the  disease  having  become  widespread  before 
notification  was  Teceived,  and  school  closure  only  became  operative  by  the 
County  Authorities  when  the  attendances  became  low.  So  far  as  prevention 
of  measles  is  concerned,  tho  Measles  Regulations  1915,  whereby  this  disease 
■Has  made  compulsorily  notifiable  by  parents,  served  no  useful  purpose 
under  existing  conditions.  Parents  and  guardians  on  the  whole  continue 
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to  treat  this  disease  as  though  it  was  of  no  moment,  instead  of  as  it  remains 
one  of  the  most  serious  of  children’s  complaints  on  account  of  the  dangerous 
complications  to  which  it  is  liable  to  give  rise.  Notifications  had  to  be 
literally  “dug  out’’  by  myself  and  your  inspector  during  the  various 
epidemics,  and  it  was  only  the  receipt  of  the  rescinding  order  received  in 
November  last  which  made  me  refrain  from  asking  you  to  undertake 
i)rosecution  of  parents  for  not  complying  with  the  Regulations  of  1915, 

The  following  Table  shows  the  districts  in  which  Measles  occurred, 
and  the  months  in  which  cases  wore  notified: — 


District 

Jan.  l''eb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dcy. 

Total 

Arles'ey 

1112  10  86  22 

123 

Campton 

1 

1 

Clifton 

2 88  21  9 

70 

Heiilow 

19  2 9 88  10 

78 

Mepperahall 

6 6 82 

44 

Potton 

1 

1 

Sandy 

1 

1 

Shefford 

1 1 

2 

Stotfold 

1 1 1 

3 

Tempsford 

1 3 

4 

Warden 

1 

1 

1 1 2 1 2 8 2 19  8 68  158  73 

1 328 

Scarlet  Fever. 


Of  the  43  cases  notified  25  occurred  at  Stotfold.  The  disease  was  of 
mild  character,  and  this  probably  accounted  for  the  continuance  of  the 
outbreak. 

Of  the  remaining  cases  the  majority  probably  contracted  the  disease 
outside  the  area,  in  several  instances  more  than  one  member  of  the  family 
wirs  affected. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

Prosecution  was  instituted  in  one  cage  for  exposing  the  patient  in  a 
public  place,  and  defendants  were  fined  <£1  and  costs. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  districts  in  which  Scarlet  Fever 
occurred  and  the  months  in  which  cases  wore  notified: 


District 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  .Vpl.  M:iy  June  July  Au.g.  Sept.  Oct.  Xov.  Dec. 

Total 

Arlesey 

3 

3 

Henlow 

1 

1 

Langford 

1 

1 

Mogerbanger 

1 

1 

Northill 

2 1 1 

4 

Potton 

1 

1 

Sandy 

1 13  1 

G 

Stotfold 

, 2 2 3 4 9 8 2 

25 

Tempsford 

1 

1 

1 2 5 5 4 12  9 5 

43 

Diphtheria. 


10  Cases  were  notified,  7 of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  There  were  2 deaths. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  districts  in  which  Diphtheria  occurred, 
and  the  mouths  in  which  cases  were  notified  : — 


Distrtet. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apl.  May  June  Julj'  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Xov.  Dec. 

Total. 

Arlesey 

1 

1 

Northill 

2 

2 

Potton 

1 

1 

Sandy 

1 2 

3 

Sbeflford 

1 

1 

Stotford 

1 1 

2 

2 11  15 

10 

Provision  of  Antitoxin. 


Medical  men  i)iactising  in  the  distiict  can  obtain  a free  supply  nf 
Antitoxin.  It  is  kept  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Pottou  Pond,  and  doctors 
can  obtain  it  according  to  their  requirements.  The  earlier  this  remedy  is 
used  in  a case  of  Diphtheria,  the  greater  the  chance  of  recovery.  "Wherever 
there  is  the  least  suspicion  of  Diphtheria,  it  is  wise  to  inject  Antitoxin, 
and  to  submit  a swab  for  examination.  If  the  latter  should  prove  to  be 
negative,  no  harm  is  done,  and  should  it  on  the  other  hand  be  posilive 
much  valuable  time  has  Ix'en  saved. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified,  both  of  wliich  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hosp-ital.  In  neither  case  could  the  source  of  infection  l)o 
definitely  traced. 


Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  ana  rono-encephalitis- 

Two  caaes  were  notified  and  both  died. 

These  diseases  were  made  notifiable  in  January  1918,  and  by  recent 
regulations  the  notification  is  being  continued.  The  prominent  symptoms 
are  fever,  associated  with  severe  headache,  transient,  paralysis  and  para- 
plegia. The  Ministry  of  Health  is  making  enquiry  into  cases  that  occur, 
with  a view  to  a^scertaining  the  probable  source. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever. 

Si.x  cases  of  Pneumonia,  4 of  Malaria,  1 of  Dysentery,  and  none  of 
Trench  Fever  were  notified. 

The  4 cases  of  Malaria  occurred  in  those  who  had  been  previously 

attacked  when  abroad;  none  originated  locally.  _ _ 

The  case  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  an  Institution  in  the  district. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Three  cases  occurred  and  I died.  In  each  instance  the  midwife 
attending  the  case  was  suspended  for  a time. 

Whooping  Cough. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  at  Pottoa  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  later  at  Campton  and  Clifton.  12  deaths  occurred,  8 of  them  being 

among  children  under  1 year  of  age. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Head  Teacher  of  Schools  in  the  district  for 
information  of  epidemic  disease  occurring,  and  this  is  lyarticnlarly  useful 
to  me  in  the  case  of  non-notifiable  complaints.  The  earlier  the  information 
is  received  so  is  its  value  increased. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  was  somewhat  prevalent  early  in  the  year,  and  particu- 
larly  in  one  or  two  villages,  but  never  to  the  extent  that  prevailed  towards 
the  end  of  1918.  It  caused  13  deaths  as  compared  with  60  in  1918. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  notification  of  tho  various  forms  of  Tuberculosis  by  medical 
practitioners  during  tho  year  has  been  well  observed,  and  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  take  any  action  to  enforce  the  regulations. 

138  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  55  notifications  of 
"Other  Forms”  of  Tuberculosis  were  received  during  tho  year. 

94  of  those  notifications  were  received  from  a public  institution 
within  the  district. 

On  receipt  of  notification  the  premises  are  inspected  by  myself  or 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  action  taken  to  improve  any  defects  found. 
Disinfection  is  carried  out  where  death  occurs. 

21  Deaths  were  registered  during  tho  year  from  Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis, and  9 from  "Other  Forms"  of  Tuberculosij^. 
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MAT-EBNITY  AND  CHILD 
WELFARE 

The  supervision  of  the  above  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council. 

A Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  has  been  established,  and  is  held 
weekly  in  Biggleswade. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

(1)  STAFF. 

I’or  the  purpose  of  administration  the  district  has  been  divided  into 
Northern  and  Southern  Divisions,  a line  drawn  Easd  and  West  through  the 
town  of  Biggleswade  ap'pro.ximating  to  the  division.  The  Northern  portion 
comprises  the  parishes  of  Bhinham,  Cockayne  Hatley,  Dnnton,  Everton, 
Eyeworth,  Mogerhanger,  Northill,  Potion,  Sandy,  Sutton,  Tempsford, 
Wrestlingworth,  Warden,  having  a total  acreage  of  30,190,  and  a poi>ula- 
tion  of  10.247.  This  in  tdiarge  of  ]\lr.  .1.  Owen  Jones,  who  is  also  the  Sur- 
veyor of  lioads,  etc.,  to  the  Council. 

Tlie  Southern  portion  comprises  the  parishes  of  Arlesey,  .\stwick, 
Campton,  Chicksands,  Clifton,  Edworth,  Henlow,  Langford,  ileppershall, 
Shefford,  Shefford  Hai’dwicke.  Southill,  Stondon.  Stotfold,  having  a total 
acreage  of  23,437,  and  a population  of  11,687.  This-  is  in  charge  of  Mr.  C.  M. 
Pobinson,  who  is  al.so  the  IMeat  and  Food  Inspector  to  the  Council  for  the 
whole  district.  A summary  of  their  work  is  api>ended  to  th.is  rep'ort. 

(2)  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 
Small  Pox  Hospital. 

This  is  situated  in  tlie  ITrhan  District,  in  a tield  adjoining  T.angford 
Road,  about  a mile  from  Biggleswade  Station.  It  is  a corrugated  iron 
i)uilding  lined  with  match-board.  It  consists  of  2 wards,  eacdi  containing 
6 beds.  'I’hero  is  a bath-room  and  sink  adjoining  each  ward,  and  earth 
closets  are  ])rovided.  'I’here  is  an  administrative  block  ami  a small 
morluai'y.  A caretaker  resides  on  the  iiremises. 

'I'lie  Hospital  was  erected  in  1902  at  a cost  of  JC'AG. 

General  Isolation  Hospital. 

This  is  a.  permanent  building  situated  on  tlie  Potton  Road,  about 
one  mile  from  Biggleswade.  Tt  consists  of  an  .\dministrative  Block,  Scar- 
let Fever  Block,  Diiditheria  Block,  'I’yphoid  Block,  T/Oundry.  Disinfection 
Blo<ik.  and  a ^fortuary.  A modern  Washington-Tiyon  Steam  Disinfector  is 
installed. 

The  Hospital  was  erected  in  1879  at  a cost  of  .£2,.')n0,  and  enlarged  in 
190t  at  a cost  of  ^£.5,814. 

'fhe  .\tlministrativc  Block  was  enlarged  in  1907  at  a cost  of  ^£100. 


Accomodation  is  as  follows : — 

Scarlet  Fever  Block 
Diplitlicria  „ 
Typhoid  „ 


10  beds. 


8 

4 


9f 

»» 


Total  22 


The  present  Administrative  Block  is  unsatisfactorj’,  .and  the  Hospital 
Board  is  cousiderinj?  the  proposal  to  adapt  it  for  the  pairpose  of  observa- 
tion” and  "discharge”  wards,  which  are  greatly  needed,  and  to  build  an 
entirely  new  block  for  administrative  purposes. 

Both  Hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board.  The  visit- 
ing Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  Welsh,  of  Biggleswade. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  Hospital  was  used 
by  the  Kural  District  during  1919,  and  the  parishes  whence  the  iwticnts 


came : — 

Sea  rlet 
Fever. 

3 

Dijditheria. 
1 

Enteric 

Fever. 

1 

_ 

....  1 

MogerhaiiKcr 



1 

-1  

o 

....  1 

Potton  

] 

Randv  

0 

1 

Shefford  

1 

Stotfold  

21  

1 

Totals  ... 

...  32 

7 

2 

.V  motor  ambulance  has  now  been  provided  for  transport  of  infectious 
cases  to  Hosjiilal,  &v.,  and  this  should  prove  of  considerable  advant.age  to 
the  (listi  iet  in  nuniy  ways. 

(3.)  'I’lx'  following  general  adoptive  Acts  are  in  force  in  the  district: 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  .-\ct.  1S9h. 

I’ublic  Health  .Vets  (Amendment)  .\ct,  1890,  Part  III. 


(4)  Bacteriological  Bxaininations. 

Arrangements  are  made  whereby  medical  men  practising  in  the 
district  can  obtain  free  Bacteriological  Examinations  in  cases  of  Diphtheria, 
Typhoid  Fever,  Tuherc\ilosis  and  Meningitis.  These  examinations  are 
carried  nut  by  the  Li.ster  Institute,  as  the  Council  does  not  possess  the 
iH'cessary  fitted  lal)Orator.v. 
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HOUSING. 


There  are  roughly  5,450  houses  in  the  district,  of  which  I estimate 
about  4,400  are  working  class  houses.  Four  new  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year,  and  a further  3 were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  25  new  houses  were  built  between  January  1st,  1915,  and  Decern- 
ber  31st,  1918.  The  average  annual  number  erected  during  the  five  years 
before  the  war  was  25,  and  in  this  are  included  the  20  cottages  at  Langford, 
ami  27  at  Sandy  erected  under  your  authority. 

The  estimated  population  at  the  present  time  is  about  22,200,  and  I 
believe  there  is  a prosi^ect  of  considerable  increase  when  more  houses  are 
available. 

The  existing  shortage  of  houses  to  be  made  up  in  the  course  of  the 
next  two  or  three  years  is  in  my  estimation  about  800,  and  to  meet  this 
1 am  glad  to  note  that  you  have  already  taken  action  not  only  to  obtain 
sites  in  the  various  villages,  but  that  tenders  have  already  been  obtained 
and  accepted  for  erection  of  about  GOO.  Building  operations  have  already 
l>egun  at  Potton,  Stotfokl,  Lajigford,  Ilenlow,  Sandy,  and  houses  in  some 
of  these  villages  are  nearing  completion. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  overcrowding  is  occurring  in  existing  houses 
in  many  of  the  villages,  but  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  number  owing  to 
conditions  constantlj*  changing.  I think,  however,  there  are  possibly  75  to 
100  houses  intendetl  for  one  family,  which  are  now  occupied  by  more.  Un- 
fortunately nothing  can  be  done  to  remedy  this  evil  at  present,  but  on 
completion  of  new  houses  I shall  at  once  take  action. 

With  regard  to  fitness  of  existing  houses  I regret  to  re]X)rt.the  large 
number  (roughly  650)  which  in  my  opinion  are  unfit  for  habitation,  and 
not  possible  to  be  made  so. 

The  following  are  the  chief  causes  of  unfitness: 

Faulty  construction. 

. Dampness  (due  to  lack  of  damp  proof  course,  ground  floor  below 
street  level,  &c.). 

Decaying  roof  timbers. 

Lack  of  free  circulation  of  air  (due  to  houses  built  too  close  together). 

Exclusion  of  sunlight  (due  to  smallness  of  Avindow  area  and  obstruc- 
tive  buildings). 

The  remedy  is  closure  and  demolition,  Avhich  can  only  Ije  underbiken 
when  other  accommodation  is  available. 

In  addition  to  the  above  number  there  are  probably  a further  450 
houses  which  although  seriously  defective  can  by  further  exi>enditure  be 
made  reasonably  fit  for  habitation. 

The  folloAving  list  gives  the  name  of  the  parish^  and  an  estimate  at 
jiresent  of  these  two  classes  of  properties. 
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ESTIMATED  XUMUEK  OK  DEFECTIVE 
IXHAHITED  HOUSES. 


Houses  seriously  defective 

Detective  house; 

’ARISH. 

but  possible  to  make  habit.'ible. 

of  making  h: 

Arlesey  

68  

Astwick  

4 

3 

Dlnnham  

10 

Campton  

28  

16 

Clifton  

40  

19 

Cockayne  .Hatley 

10  

— 

Dunton  

12  

6 

Edworth  

7 

Everton  

2 

Eyeworth  

1 

Henlow  

9 

38 

Langford  

12  

53 

Mepi'pershall  

3 

7 

Mogerhanger  

10 

Northill  

15  

45 

Potton  

10  

55 

Sandy  

25  

Shefford  

23  

..  ..  .3.5 

Southill  

31  

4.3 

Stotfold  

25  

Sutton  

6 

Tempsford  

20  

1’ 

Wrestlingworth 

60  

416 

614 

During  tlie  year  Closing  Orders  have  been  made  on  26  houses,  all  of 
wliich  vero  unoccupied,  and  none  of  winch  were  capable  of  being  made  fit 
for  habitation,  even  at  tlio  cost  of  some  reasonable  ex])enditure. 

Roughly,  the  housing  needs  of  the  district  are  as  follows  : — 

To  meet  unsatisfied  demand  (taking  into  account  of 


overcrowding,  &c.)  17q 

Replace  unfit  dwellings,  &c GoO 


Total  820 

Les.s  houses  likely  to  be  built  during  next  three  years 

by  persons  other  than  the  Local  Authority  20 

Net  estimate  800 


I am  attempting  to  have  rough  plans  made  of  the  different  villages 
which  will  show  in  colours  the  various  classes  of  unfit  and  defective  houses, 
but  this  will  take  some  time  to  complete. 

Tn  conclusion  I beg  to  thank  you  for  the  energetic  way  in  which  you 
have  approached  the  housing  question,  and  T hope  you  will  soon  see  the 
completion  of  the  first  blocks  of  houses,  for  which  you  received  tenders. 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1919. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes  (Civilians  only)  . . . . ’ . . 

144 

154 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

1 

2.  Small-pox  .. 

• . 

3.  Measles 

, , 

2 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . . 

6 

6 

6.  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

• • 

7.  Influenza  . . 

2 

11 

8.  Erysipelas 

• • 

« • 

9.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . . 

10 

11 

10.  Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

2 

1 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

2 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Diseases 

12 

20 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever  . . 

♦ . 

14.  Meningitis  . . 

• ■ 

, . 

15.  Organic  Heart  Disease 

13 

18 

16.  Bronchitis  .. 

17 

12 

17.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

8 

9 

18.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

i 

1 

19.  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  . . 

- • 

• . 

20.  Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

. . 

• • 

21.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .. 

• • 

22.  Nephritis  and  Brights  Disease  .. 

5 

2 

23.  Puerperal  b'ever  . . 

• . 

1 

24.  Parturition,  apart  from  puerperal  Fever 

• . 

2 

25.  Congenital  Debility,  &c.  .. 

4 

5 

26 . Violence,  apart  from  suicide  . . . . ... 

7 

4 

27.  Suicide 

2 

, , 

28.  Other  Defined  Diseases  .. 

40 

45 

29.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . . 

• • 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  . . Total 

16 

17 

Illegitimite 

1 

• • 

Births. 

Total  Births 

190 

187 

Legitimate  

166 

172 

Illegitimate 

24 

15 

Populatioti, 

Population  for  Birth  Rate 
Population  for  Death  Rate 


21,748 

20,878 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Total  CasoB  Notified  in  each  Parish. 


Parish. 

< i; 

1 ® 

1 ^ 

Erysipelas. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

Enteric  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever. 

Measles. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum- 

Pneumonia. 

Malaria. 

Dysentery. 

W 

’■3  ? 

c8  0 

-=  i 
a,  “ 

a ’k 



Polio-encephalitis. 

Total. 

Arlesey 

1 

3 

1 

j 

iia2 

J 

1 

1 

126 

Asfcwick 

Blunham 

1 

! 

Campton 

* 1 

1 

1 1 

3 

Chicksands 

Clifton 

1 

i 

70 

Cockayne  Hatley 

1 

j 

' 

Dunton 

Edworth 

Everton 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

Eyeworth 

Henlow 

.. 

1 

. • 

78 

! 

79 

Langford 

• • 

1 

1 

1 

, . 

3 

Meppershall  . . 

43 

, , 

1 

44 

Mogerh anger  . . 

1 

1 

Northill 

2 

• • 

4 

1 

1 

8 

Potton 

1 

3 

1 

• • 

1 

1 

3 

10 

Sandy 

3 

8 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

22 

3 

ShefTord 

1 

1 

, 1 

1 ! 

1 

Shefford 

Hardwicke  . . 

j 

1 

i 

Southill  ..i 

2 

2 

Stondon  . . ' 

, . i 

’ I 

Stotfold 

2 1 

3 

25  1 

..  ! 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

40 

Sutton  . . j 

. . 1 

Temsford 

. , 

1 

4 

5 

Warden 

. . 1 

1 

1 

2 

Wrestlingworth  1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  . . j 

j 

10  1 

18 

43 

2 

3 

328 

3 

1 

G i 

4 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

1 

120 

Total  cases  remov- 
ed to  Biggleswade 

7 

32 

2 

i 

41 

Isolation  Hospital 

i 

! 

V 


% 


L 


